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PENSIONERS - GOVERNMENT FEES AND CHARGES 

256. Mr P.D. OMODEI to the Minister for Seniors and Volunteering: 
(1) Is the minister aware that the increase in government fees and charges announced last week is expected 

to hit pensioners the hardest, with a $42 increase in costs per household compared with a $31 increase 
for other households? 

(2) Is the minister also aware that the latest Australian Bureau of Statistics’ figures reveal that grocery and 
other household costs increased by 5.5 per cent in the past 12 months, and 27 per cent over the past five 
years? 

(3) Why is the government increasing the burden on some of the most financially vulnerable people in the 
community by increasing the cost of government fees and charges for pensioner households by more 
than the cost for the community at large?   

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN replied: 
I thank the Leader of the Opposition for the question. 

(1)-(3) Western Australian seniors remain at the forefront of the Carpenter government’s agenda.  They are 
$958 better off, on average, under this government than they were under the previous government.  
They will continue to be the beneficiaries of important government initiatives.  I highlight some of the 
issues we need to be mindful of.  Over the past six years, the Labor government has reduced household 
fees and charges by $398 in real terms.  This is a direct benefit to seniors in Western Australia.  The 
government has also frozen electricity prices for the sixth consecutive year.  That is a commitment by 
this government to adhere to the interests of seniors and families within this community.  In 2006-07, 
the household expenditure on the basket of state government goods and services increased by only 
0.94 per cent - well below the three per cent inflation rate.  I remind the Leader of the Opposition and 
other members opposite that this basket of goods includes sewerage, drainage, electricity, public 
transport, compulsory third party insurance, motor vehicle registration costs and driver’s licence fees.  
We also need to remind ourselves that Western Australian seniors are the direct beneficiaries of the best 
concessions in this country.  Individual seniors’ households within this community can save up to 
$1 500 per annum through concessions in local government rates and public transport.  Western 
Australian seniors continue to enjoy the support of this government.  The budget delivered last week by 
the Treasurer highlights that fact.  The government will continue to deliver quality services to seniors in 
this community.  I look forward to representing the interests of seniors and continuing to deliver great 
outcomes for our elder citizens into the future. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members! 
 


